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January 7.2008

Janice Staloski, Director
Bureau of Community Program Licensors and Certification
FA Department of Health
132 Kline Plaza, Suite A
Hamsburg, PA 17104

DearMs. Staloski '

As the Western RegionalDirector of Coye Forge\Wbite Deer Run one of Pennsylvania's
largest drug and alcohol addiction treatment programs, I would like to formally state my
opposition to the proposed changes in 4 PA Code Section 255.5 (b), as published in the
Department's Promised "Relulation "KTa .10-186.

Cove Forge and the programs Ihave been associated wi#i in my 25 plus years of work in
the Drug and| Alcohol Field: have had a longstanding 3aistory of compliance with the
current regulation, I can as&reyou that 2515 (b) c # be done and supplies all that is
necessary todo competent treaWeni i t is my belief that altering 255.5 (b> will help

access and in the end harm clients in need of rehabilitative services.

Currently 255.5 (b) clearly .delineates information that can be shared with third party
payers, managed care orga^iiions; the legal system:, etc. The proposed changes make
vulnerable previously protected Mojwation based oti the judgment of treatment
providers, this opens the possibility that providers will be encouraged to take a more
liberal position in terms ofijrejcasmg previously protected information, in an effort to
obtain payment and encourage1 contractual preference with managed care and third party
payers. This release will violate the bond of confidentiality between the provider and the
client which has long bee» the standard is the field sad which has been at the base of the
decisions of many an addict to seek treatment.

The proposed changes appear to be in direct conflict with Act 106 of 1989. An Act
that is only recently able to be utilized to the ftjliest'efctent of its intent and which
provides the best protection find coverage in Hie crtmrtry. While the proposed changes
identity the need for additional information to define medical necessity, Act 106
requires simply a certification and referral from a licensed physician or licensed
psychologist. Upon receipt of that certification, mandated benefits apply and it is the



judgment of the skilled professional of the treatment program that determines the
need for ongoing treatment. These changes more than likely would set up the
mechanisms to deny access to treatment for those clearly in need.

Currently our medical records and utilization review departments provide limited
mformaiiDjCLas es&bMshed byjaw. It aripears payers wui-esiabiish new requirements
bcyoAdthe current5 points cutreafly allowable, wMchWlrequ^
and justification. Clients, who may be concerned about their anonymity, are more willing
to seek treatment because they know what they say is protected. It is likely that all of mis
will be time and labor intensive. The statement in the announcement of this proposed
change that there is "no fiscal impact" clearly does not take into consideration what
providers experience in cosjfcs.- This financial impact will'be additionally compounded as
third party payers use mis •cjaaWge to mandate information related to clients eligible for
services available through Act 106. : ;

Decisions regarding accessito care, lengths of stay in treatment, and levels of care will he
more heavily influenced by/;payers' and case managers. On site treating clinicians, who
arc among the most qualified and regulated, opinions will be more likely disregarded as
payers seek avenues to quantitatively dispel the art of a clinical impression.

With the exception of release^ made to prevent harm to self and others or to report a
crime at the location of a treatment facility, I believe releases without consent of the
client are improper and perpetuate the ideal that addiction is a choice as opposed to a
disease. ''.

Although Federal standards protect confidentiality in a general sense, 255.5 (b) is the
standard by which we ha^c practiced for many years. Until we reach a place where the
Disease of Addiction is un*yedally recognized and accepted, the proposed changes to this
important regulation will expose clients to a level of subjective scrutiny by payers, the
legal system, and potential employers, which is unnecessary and inappropriate.

In summary, %&ile I taiderstaiad that the Beparttneatof ffealth, the current
Administration and Pennsylvania drug and alcohol addiction treatment programs are
charged with protecting the); best interest of the consumers here in the Commonwealth,
changing 255.5 (b) in mis mariner will not further our collective mission in extending
treatment to those in need.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

Thomas J, cSiahan, MA, LPC, CAC
Western Regional Director .
White Deer Run \Cove Forge Behavioral Health



CC: Mdepeadent Regulatory Review Commission
Representative Prank Oliver
Senator Edwin Erickson.
Representative George KLenney
Senator Vincent Hughes



COVE FORGE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SYSTEM

».O. Box B
Villiamsburg, PA 16693
oil Free Phone Number: 1-800-873-2131
oca! Main Number: 814-832-2131
ax (Administration): 814-832-2133
ax (Admissions): 814-832-4655
ax (Detox Nursing); 814-832-1038

Fax (Finance/Transportation): 814-832-2882
Fax (Human Resources): 814-832-0100
Fax (Operations): 814-832-2487
Fax (Rehab Nursing): 814-832-2479
Fax (RTF-Nursing):: £14=832-3531
Fax (RTF): 814-832-2345
Fax (Quality Improvement): 814-832-2817

-"ACSIMILE DATE: wW

To:

JonicL SW05L1

Send to Fax V̂ : - j ̂  , - j ^ _ g ^

» of Pages (including this sheet) =

Don OoullouhOun.

Subject:

NO fh • I HIS W S I M U K, IS INTENDED ONI.V FOR THE USE OF T i l t ua>"v>*»l'Al. OR CM ITV TO WlUCII IT IS ADOKLS.SKP.
,\N0 MA V < ON7A1N INFORMATION 01,0 IS PRIVILEGED. CONf mf.NTlAL AND EXEMPT FROM DJSO.OSl ,'RK INDKK
A lMM.UAU l .H LAWS l in f lu i l iog 4.S r t "R. I 4 ; i r l s IWWt l6J.Sl»n<!i»riJ$ fur Primary d/ ImJiv i i lual ly Id inl i f i f tb lc l lc f t l f l ) I n to , :M: i l i " i , : ;m.J a5 < I K .
( hapl r , I Pun 2. ('OMftiJcnliulily fvr Alrohol am) ()'«% Abut i - l^atienr ftrrurri.1 :irt.l nil »pt>lio*ljt«r Ji.'itf lavs.)

I! ihc IO , ] . - ! HI ihi> m o ^ i y v (v H"i UW micmlcl u-upiMi .»r i i llw e m p M w nr rttronc >^p..nMhk I-;/ di- l iwnri j l H1C I1K-.S:.;I^C l-> ll.-.- . .Hn.i lol u-.ip»-.'i'
• .in :IIC h;-K-K iwiil'iL-.l ih:,i ;«v. JiMi-niiniil ifm. . I r i i iM- imn m L;.-|pymy o! (his i'nni!»iui)ii:i>n>l> t> •••KiCll;. |.i.ihihiu-U I! y.m l,;:\ c i c , ci» i'i! :ir.-,
. ..inrtmid.:.!!,'.!! n,,-.,..( ,Mi-;i-J rt.»i,lv Hu- M-IVIHIJ.. p..ny t.i.nu-.liaic-ly by uk-ph.n,.-;.,!,/ rcu.milu- ,»,;.',n:il mcNW.pi; m us :u ih,- :ih.»vc :i(1,li,- A


